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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 
Smallpox in Louisville, Ky. 

Louisville, Ky., April 29, 1902. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that a patient applied at out-patient 
office about two weeks ago who was found to be suffering with smallpox 
of the generally prevailing mild type. His ailment had not prevented 
his working. He was in the beginning of the pustular stage. He was 
turned over to the city authorities. A few days later another patient 
appeared who presented a fading eruption of a typically variolous char- 
acter. He did not want treatment, but was interested, merely as a mat- 
ter of curiosity, in knowing if it was not "some kind of smallpox." 
The eruption had been present for eight days. He had never missed a 
meal nor lost an hour's time from his work. There had been a few pocks 
on chest, abdomen, back, and thighs, and 1 or 2 on face. They had all 
desquamated except 1 or 2, and they about so. He was turned over to 
the city authorities, but, as he was practically recovered, they decided 
not to detain him. 

Both these patients came from the line of boats plying between Louis- 
ville, Evansville, and way landings. By arrangement with the com- 
pany, Assistant Surgeon Berry vaccinated the crews of 2 of these boats, 
but the captain of the third boat declined to have his crew vaccinated. 

The city health officer, Dr. Allen, has been very actively campaign- 
ing against imported smallpox, but as long as the cases are as mild as 
those above described, the disease is bound to spread. 

Through the courtesy of Dr. Allen I am enabled to give the follow- 
ing figures : Number of cases of smallpox reported during the past seven 
months : 1901, October, 1 case, no deaths ; November, 1 case, no deaths ; 
December, 1 case, no deaths. 1902, January, 19 cases, no deaths; Feb- 
ruary, 14 cases, no deaths ; March, 21 cases, no deaths ; April 1 to April 
28, 31 cases, 1 death. Total, 88 cases, 1 death. 

Eespectfully, . G. B. Young, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S., In Command. 
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